We welcome you to the Eighth Asian Test Symposium  ATS' 99. This year the symposium is being held in Shanghai, the most important industrial city in China. Here you can also experience old Chinese culture and a beautiful environment and can visit many famous places nearby. ATS' 99 is the second Asian Test Symposium to be held in China. The first ATS in China was held in Beijing in 1993. We are certain that you will enjoy the technical Program, as well as the hospitality of the host organization Shanghai University and the people of Shanghai.
With continued shrinking of the device dimensions, testing has become even more important. ATS is one of the major forums in the world for discussing the problems arising due to such rapid developments in the VLSI technology and the solutions for addressing them. ATS'99 will provide researchers and academics a good opportunity to exchange and discuss new ideas and present new research results. We hope that this exchange will impact the research activities and developments in the testing field.
Success of a symposium depends on a strong technical program and requires a lot of effort and support. This year's Program Committee includes many well-known technical experts from all over the world who have given their selfless and steady support to the symposium from time to time. The Program Committee under the leadership of Professor Shiyi Xu, has carefully evaluated and selected the papers from about 90 manuscripts submitted from 14 different countries. We thank them for having done an outstanding job.
Furthermore, on behalf of the organizing committee, we would like to show our sincere appreciation to the sponsor IEEE Computer Society Test Technology Technical Committee (TTTC). We thank the co-operating entities, Shanghai University, National Natural Science Foundation of China, Fault Tolerant Computing Technical Committee under the Computer Federation of China and the Science and Technology Commission of Shanghai. Also special thanks to the Dr. Yervant Zorian, the TTTC Chair and Professor Kozo Kinoshita, the Asian Activities Group Chair of the TTTC for their timely support and advice. We also want to show our great appreciation to the members of ATS'99 organizing committee and all the referees for their valuable effort and cooperation.
